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library@esplanade, Singapore’s first public library 
dedicated to the performing arts, was officially opened 
on 12 September 2002. The library offers information and 
services in the areas of music, dance, theatre and film. 
It is located on the third level of Esplanade – Theatres on 
the Bay, and is one of the few libraries in the world to be 
co-located within a performing arts complex.

Composer
Creates and owns the 
melody of a musical piece or 
song.

Composers: Their Lives and Works
Author: Jessica Duchen
Call No.: 780.922 COM
Publisher: DK, 2020.

Lyricist
Creates and owns the 
words of a song. At times, 
the lyricist may not be the 
composer.

Writing Better Lyrics: The Essential 
Guide to Powerful Songwriting
Author: Pat Pattison
Call No.: 782.421640268 PAT
Publisher: Writer’s Digest Books, 2009.
    Available as eBook 

Arranger
Does the instrumentation, 
orchestration and adds the 
finishing touches of a 
composed work for the 
succeeding stage 
performance or recording. 

Arranging Songs: How to Put the Parts 
Together
Author: Rikky Rooksby
Call No.: 782.42137 ROO
Publisher: Backbeat Books, 2007.

Conductor
Interprets a composed and 
scored musical piece, and 
with gestures, leads an 
ensemble of performers to 
the final rendition stage of a 
piece. The conductor is 
often the music director of 
an orchestra/ensemble. 

Conducting Music Today
Author: Bruce Hangen
Call No.: 781.45 HAN 
Publisher: Berklee , 2020. 

Producer
Responsible for the entire 
creative process of 
recorded music production.

The Music Producer’s Handbook 
Author: Bobby Owsinski
Call No.: 781.49023 OWS 
Publisher: Hal Leonard Books, 2010.

Recording 
Engineer
Facilitates the recording of 
performed music and is 
responsible for the quality 
of the recording. 

Audio Made Easy: Or How to be a Sound 
Engineer Without Really Trying
Author: Ira White
Call No.: 621.3893 WHI
Publisher: Hal Leonard Books, 2017.

DJ
Curates and plays recorded 
music for the entertaining 
of a targeted audience as 
well as setting the mood for 
an occasion.

DJing for Dummies 
Author: John Steventon
Call No.: 781.554092 STE 
Publisher: John Wiley & Sons, 2014.
    Available as eBook

Performer
Interprets and performs 
music with an instrument or 
voice.

Dance 
Instructor
Teaches dance techniques 
in a studio or an institution.

Teaching Dance: The Spectrum of Styles
Author: Elizabeth Gibbons
Call No.: 792.807 GIB 
Publisher: AuthorHouse, 2007.

Dramaturg
Responsible for the art or 
technique of dramatic 
composition and theatrical 
representation.

Dramaturgy in Motion: At work on Dance 
and Movement Performance
Author: Katherine Profeta 
Call No.: 792.8 PRO 
Publisher: University of Wisconsin, 2015.
    Available as eBook

General 
Manager 
Responsible for the overall 
running of the company as 
well as oversees the 
company’s administrative, 
logistical, and operational 
needs. 

Dance Production and Management
Author: Heather Trommer-Beardslee
Call No.: 792.8 TRO 
Publisher: Princeton Book, 2013.

Dance 
Physiotherapist
Assesses, treats and 
prevents dance-related 
injuries. This includes 
managing the dancer’s 
rehabilitation back to their 
full dance capacity too.  

Dance Medicine in Practice: Anatomy, 
Injury Prevention, Training
Author: Liane Simmel
Call No.: 617.10275 SIM 
Publisher: Taylor & Francis, 2014.

Dancer
Expresses stories and ideas 
through a sequence of 
movements which often 
reflects aesthetic and 
symbolic values.

So You Want to Be a Dancer: Practical 
Advice and True Stories from a Working 
Professional
Author: Matthew Shaffer
Call No.: 793.3023 SHA 
Publisher: Taylor Trade, 2015.

Producer
Oversees the actualisation 
of the performance and is 
also responsible for the 
sourcing of funding for the 
performance. 

Swan Lake: Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet
Authors: Barbara Newman & Leslie E. 
Spatt
Call No.: 792.842 NEW 
Publisher: Dance Books, 1983.

Dance Writer
A creative writer for dance 
performances, a critic, a 
journalist or a researcher 
that is knowledgeable in 
dance.  

Writing About Dance
Author: Wendy R. Oliver
Call No.: 792.8 OLI 
Publisher: Human Kinetics, 2010.

Choreographer 
Creates, directs, and 
teaches dancers original 
movements based on
performance goals and 
artistic vision.

Dance Composition Basics: Capturing 
the Choreographer’s Craft 
Author: Pamela Sofras
Call No.: 792.82 SOF 
Publisher: Human Kinetics, 2006.
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Director
Oversees the entire 
creative vision of a stage 
performance and brings it 
to actualisation. 

Scriptwork: A Director’s Approach to 
New Play Development
Authors: David Kahn & Donna Breed
Call No.: 792.0233 KAH 
Publisher: Southern Illinois University, 
1995.

Production 
Manager
Manages the entire 
performance and ensures 
that both the timeline and 
budget are on track. 

Technical Theater for Nontechnical 
People
Author: Drew Campbell 
Call No.: 792.02 CAM 
Publisher: Allworth, 2016.
    Available as eBook

Set Designer
Responsible for the 
designing of sets for a 
performance. 

Stage Design
Author: Tony Davis
Call No.: 792.025 DAV 
Publisher: RotoVision, 2001.

Actor
Entertains the audience 
through interpreting and 
portraying a character on 
stage. 

Theatre: A Way of Seeing
Author: Milly S. Barranger
Call No.: 792 BAR 
Publisher: Cengage Learning, 2015.

Playwright
Writes plays. They are also 
known as a Dramatist. 

The Audience & the Playwright: How to 
Get the Most Out of Live Theatre
Author: Mayo Simon 
Call No.: 792.019 SIM
Publisher: Applause Theatre & Cinema 
Books, 2003.

Stage Manager
Ensures smooth running of 
the rehearsals and 
performance.

Stage Manager: The Professional 
Experience--Refreshed
Author: Larry Fazio 
Call No.: 792.023 FAZ 
Publisher: Routledge, 2017.

Lighting 
Designer
Responsible for the lighting 
effects and atmosphere of 
a performance. 

Stage Lighting: Design Applications and 
More
Author: Richard Dunham
Call No.: 792.024 DUN 
Publisher: Routledge, 2019.

Sound 
Designer
Curates the audience’s 
audio journey through a 
performance.   

Sound and Music for the Theatre: The 
Art and Technique of Design 
Authors: Deena Kaye & James LeBrecht
Call No.: 792.024 KAY 
Publisher: Focal, 2016.

Screenwriter
Writes the script based on 
an original idea or existing 
text. Often, they rewrite 
parts during production too. 

Save the Cat! Goes to the Movies: The 
Screenwriter’s Guide to Every Story Ever 
Told
Author: Blake Snyder
Call No.: 808.23 SNY
Publisher: Michael Wiese, 2007.

Boom Operator
Records and monitors 
sound on set. In more 
dynamic scenes, the boom 
operator holds up the boom 
mic while tailing the action. 

Producing Great Sound for Film and 
Video
Author: Jay Rose
Call No.: 778.52344 ROS
Publisher: Focal, 2008.

Director of 
Photography
Coordinates shots based 
on the storyboard, 
considering framing, lighting 
and camera movement. In 
small productions, they 
operate the camera as well. 

The Filmmaker’s Eye: Learning (and 
Breaking) The Rules of Cinematic 
Composition
Author: Gustavo Mercado
Call No.: 791.4301 MER 
Publisher: Focal, 2010.
    Available as eBook

Director
Involved in all stages of 
production and makes most 
of the creative decisions 
including the pace, look and 
feel of the film to casting 
and crew assembly. They 
even give notes to actors 
and the editing department. 

Voice & Vision: A Creative Approach to 
Narrative Filmmaking
Author: Mick Hurbis-Cherrier
Call No.: 791.430232 HUR
Publisher: Routledge, 2018.

Gaffer
Lead of the electrical 
department who is 
responsible for the lighting 
setup. 

Set Lighting Technician’s Handbook: 
Film Lighting Equipment, Practice, and 
Electrical Distribution
Author: Harry C. Box
Call No.: 778.5343 BOX 
Publisher: Focal, 2013.
    Available as eBook

Key Grip
Manages rigging using 
extensive equipment such 
as the tripod, jib, dolly, 
crane, and so on.

The Grip Book: The Studio Grip’s
Essential Guide
Author: Michael Uva
Call No.: 777 UVA 
Publisher: Routledge, 2018.

Art Director
Designs and builds the sets 
from buildings to 
landscapes and even the 
interior and all its props. 
They also oversee graphics 
and other visual aspects of 
the set.

Production Design for Screen: Visual 
Storytelling in Film and Television 
Author: Jane Barnwell
Call No.: 791.43025 BAR 
Publisher: Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2017.

Editor
Receives raw footage, 
selects, trims, and 
combines them into a 
cohesive sequence. 
Additional layers such as 
sound, music and visual 
effects are often added 
during editing as well. 

The Guide to Managing Postproduction 
for Film, TV, and Digital Distribution
Authors: Susan J. Spohr, Barbara Clark, 
Dawn Higginbotham & Kumari Bakhru
Call No.: 777.55 SPO 
Publisher: Routledge, 2019.
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