
library@esplanade, Singapore’s first public library 
dedicated to the performing arts, was officially opened 
on 12 September 2002. The library offers information and 
services in the areas of music, dance, theatre and film. 
It is located on the third level of Esplanade – Theatres on 
the Bay, and is one of the few libraries in the world to be 
co-located within a performing arts complex.
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D a n c eM U S I C

Masters in the various performing arts are not limited to the aforementioned. 

Hijikata Tatsumi 
The principal founder of Butoh, a form of 
Japanese avant-garde dance which was 
created as a response to post-World War 
II Japan. The form usually includes white 
body paint, slow movements, grotesque 
imagery, and absurd or extreme 
environments.

Hijikata Tatsumi and Butoh: 
Dancing in a Pool of Gray Grits
Author: Bruce Baird 
Call No.: 792.82092 BAI 
Publisher: Macmillan, 2016.

Isadora Duncan
American dancer that paved the way for 
Modern Dance and raised the creative 
status of interpretive dance. She broke 
away from the rigidity movements of ballet, 
corsets, pointe shoes, theatres and opera, 
believing in a free and natural form instead. 

My Life
Author: Isadora Duncan
Call No.: 793.320924 DUN
Publisher: Liveright, 2013.

Rudolf Laban
Founding Father of the Expressionist 
Dance in Germany, he is notably known for 
the creation of the dance notation- 
Labanotation (Kinetograph Laban), and 
the Laban Movement Analysis. 

Rudolf Laban: An 
Extraordinary Life 
Author: Valerie Preston-
Dunlop
Call No.: 792.82092 PRE
Publisher: Dance Books, 1998.

Fred Astaire
One of the biggest American movie-
musical dance stars in the 1900s. He was 
famously known for his tap dancing and 
inventive filming techniques. Rather than 
following the then-popular technique of 
constant roving camera, frequent cuts 
and close ups, Astaire insisted on 
stationary camera shots, long takes, wide 
shots and as few cuts as possible to 
focus on the dance steps and dancers. 

Steps in Time: An 
Autobiography
Author: Fred Astaire
Call No.: 792.8028092 AST
Publisher: Cooper Square, 
2000.

Anna Pavlova
Russian prima ballerina known for her 
contribution to the modern pointe shoes. 
She is also recognised for her performance 
in The Dying Swan and was the principal 
artist of the Imperial Russian Ballet and the 
Ballets Russes. 

Anna Pavlova: Twentieth 
Century Ballerina
Authors: Jane Pritchard & 
Hamilton Caroline
Call No.: 792.82092 PRI
Publisher: Booth-Clibborn, 
2012.

Loïe Fuller
American dancer known as a major 
innovator for modern dance and theatrical 
lighting techniques. She was also hailed 
as the embodiment of the Art Nouveau 
movement. 

Body Stages: The 
Metamorphosis of Loïe Fuller
Author: Aurora Herrera 
Gómez
Call No.: 792.8092 BOD
Publisher: La Casa Encendida, 
2014.

Goh Choo San
Internationally recognised Singapore 
ballet legend who is also a recipient of the 
Singapore Cultural Medallion. One of his 
most definitive work is Fives, set to Ernest 
Bloch’s Concerto Grosso No. 1; it was a 
signature piece for Washington Ballet for 
many seasons. 
 
Goh Choo San: Master 
Craftsman in Dance
Authors: Janek Schergen & 
Goh Soo Khim
Call No.: 792.82 SCH
Publisher: Singapore Dance 
Theatre, 1997.

Mayadhar Raut
Well-known Odissi guru that has 
contributed greatly to the evolution of the 
art form in recent times. His most notable 
contribution was introducing Sancharis 
(expressive interpretation of a dance 
text) to the form.

Odissi Yaatra: The Journey of 
Guru Mayadhar Raut
Author: Aadya Kaktikar
Call No.: 792.8028092 KAK
Publisher: B.R. Rhythms, 2011.

Andrés Segovia
The Spanish classical guitarist was born in 
1893. He was first taught the violin but 
was later drawn to the guitar. He taught 
himself the guitar in absence of a 
competent teacher. He became one of 
the most celebrated ambassadors for the 
instrument, and elevated its status to the 
level worthy of concert halls. 

Andrés Segovia: In Portrait
Call No.: 787.87092 AND

Ella Fitzgerald
Dubbed the ‘Queen of Jazz’ and known for 
the rare tonal qualities of her voice, she 
was the most popular female jazz singer 
and innovator, with a remarkable career 
that spanned over six decades. She 
bagged 14 Grammy awards including one 
for lifetime achievement and sold more 
than 40 million albums.

Ella Fitzgerald: Something to 
Live For
Call No.: 782.42165 ELL

Geoffrey Gilbert
The influential and pioneering flautist 
known for introducing French silver flute 
methods to British flute-playing. Besides 
performing in major orchestras like the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra and BBC 
Symphony, he was also an educator. 
Under his tutelage, many of his students 
went on to have high-profile performing 
careers, such as Sir James Galway.

Geoffrey Gilbert: Gentleman 
of the Flute
Call No.: 788.32092 GEO

Jacqueline du Pré
Born in 1945, into a musical family, the 
gifted British cellist had her formal debut 
at age 16 and recorded Elgar’s Cello 
Concerto in E Minor with the London 
Symphony Orchestra under EMI Records 
when she was 20. The recording propelled 
her to international fame. Although her 
musical career was brief due to her illness, 
she was regarded as one of greatest 
cellists of all time.   

Jacqueline du Pré in Portrait
Call No.: 787.4092 DUP 

Isaac Stern
Born in 1920, the Russian-born American 
violinist had a phenomenal performance 
and recording career since his public 
debut when he was 15. He was 
instrumental in saving the Carnegie Hall 
from being demolished in 1960 and had  
served as its president for 40 years till his 
death. As a mentor, he has groomed 
generations of great musicians, like Yo-Yo 
Ma and Itzhak Perlman. 

 The Lives of Isaac Stern
Author: David Schoenbaum
Call No.: 787.2092 SCH
Publisher: Norton, 2020.
    Available as eBook

Mstislav
Rostropovich
The acclaimed Russian cellist was both an 
accomplished conductor as well as one of 
the foremost instrumentalists of the 20th 
century. He inspired many great 
composers of his time like Prokofiev and 
Shostakovich to dedicate their 
compositions to him, leaving a rich legacy 
of cello works.

Rostropovich: The Musical 
Life of the Great Cellist, 
Teacher, and Legend
Author: Elizabeth Wilson
Call No.: 787.4092 WIL
Publisher: Ivan R. Dee, 2008.

Leonard Bernstein
Born in 1918, the multifaceted conductor 
was also an acclaimed composer, pianist, 
educator, humanitarian, and media 
personality. The highly versatile 
conductor-composer was remembered 
not only for his classical compositions, 
but also his Broadway musical hits like 
West Side Story and Candide. 

Leonard Bernstein
Author: Humphrey Burton
Call No.: 780.92 BUR
Publisher: Faber & Faber, 2017.

Sergei Rachmaninov
The Russian pianist lived in the transition 
period of late Romantic to the Modern era 
of music. He was not only one of greatest 
virtuosos in history, but also perhaps the 
last of the great composers of 
Romanticism. His compositions are some 
of the most challenging for pianists. His 
iconic works include the popular Piano 
Concerto No. 2 and orchestral pieces like 
The Isle of the Dead.

Sergei Rachmaninov: An 
Essential Guide to His Life and 
Works
Author: Julian Haylock
Call No.: 780.92 HAY
Publisher: Pavilion, 1996.
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F i l mT H E A T R E

Masters in the various performing arts are not limited to the aforementioned. 

Alfonso Cuarón
Diverse Mexican filmmaker whose film 
repertoire consists of multifarious 
cinematic styles and genres. His 
signature camera movement and extreme 
long takes intensify the narrative and 
lends to the authenticity and emotional 
intimacy of his films. 

Children of Men (NC16)
Call No.: English 791.4372 CHI 

Gravity (PG13)
Call No.: English 791.4372 GRA 

Roma (M18)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 ROM

Bong Joon Ho
Internationally acclaimed South Korean 
filmmaker known for his social satire, black 
humour, as well as his masterful use of 
sound, rhythm and compositional 
symmetry. He also made Oscar history as 
director of the first foreign-language film - 
Parasite - to win Best Picture.

Sarin ŭi Ch’uŏk = Memories of 
Murder (M18)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 SAR

Gwoemul = The Host (PG)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 GWO

Parasite (M18)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 PAR 

Christopher Nolan
Innovative and experimental British-
American filmmaker breaking boundaries 
and box office records with his existential 
and epistemological themed epics. His 
cinematic style often plays on chronology, 
depth, dimension and symbolism through 
motifs or visual cues.

The Prestige (PG)
Call No.: English 791.4372 PRE 

Dunkirk (PG13)
Call No.: English 791.4372 DUN
 
Tenet (PG13)
Call No.: English 791.4372 TEN

Chloé Zhao
Rising Chinese filmmaker who has 
successfully made the jump from indie to 
blockbuster films namely, Marvel’s 
Eternals. Her naturalistic style and soulful 
storytelling in Nomadland earned her an 
Oscar for Best Director, making her the 
first Asian female to win.  

 The Rider (NC16)
Call No.: English 791.4372 RID 

Nomadland (M18)
Call No.: English 791.4372 
NOM

Edgar Wright
Fanboy-favourite English filmmaker known 
for his tongue-in-cheek reinterpretation of 
film genres. Whip pans, quick cuts, clever 
wipe transitions, creative gore and sonic 
intensified continuity are just some of his 
trademarks. 

Hot Fuzz (M18)
Call No.: English 791.4372 HOT 

Scott Pilgrim vs. the World (PG)
Call No.: English 791.4372 SCO 

Baby Driver (NC16)
Call No.: English 791.4372 BAB

Wes Anderson
American filmmaker recognised for his 
distinct aesthetic made up of playful, 
vibrant colours, idiosyncratic costumes 
and elaborate, whimsical set designs. He 
often uses blocking, cuts to static, and 
varying aspect ratios to demonstrate 
shifts in time periods or emotion. His films 
are a guaranteed visual spectacular. 

Moonrise Kingdom (PG13)
Call No.: English 791.4372 
MOO

The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(M18)
Call No.: English 791.4372 GRA

Isle of Dogs (PG)
Call No.: English 791.4372 ISL

Greta Gerwig
Budding American actress turned 
filmmaker who focuses on performance 
over visual artistry. She breathes life into 
her characters through the clever use of 
pacing and dialogue which heightens the 
authenticity and vivacity. 

Lady Bird (M18)
Call No.: English 791.4372 LAD 

Little Women (PG)
Call No.: English 791.4372 LIT 

Hirokazu Kore-Eda
Underrated Japanese filmmaker with an 
unhurried, contemplative style. His 
filmmaking embodies shomin-geki, a 
genre of Japanese realist films that 
focuses on the everyday lives of ordinary 
people; he favours small yet meaningful 
moments to dramatic conflict. 

Nobody Knows = Daremo 
Shiranai(PG)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 DAR 

Still Walking = Aruitemo 
Aruitemo(PG)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 STI 

Shoplifters = Manbiki Kazoku 
(M18)
Call No.: Others 791.4372 SHO 

Suzuki Tadashi
Japanese avant-garde theatre director 
that created the Suzuki Method of actor 
training which utilises a physical approach 
to cultivate an actors’ core and 
awareness.  He is also the founder and 
director of the Suzuki Company of Toga 
(SCOT).

The Theatre of Suzuki Tadashi
Authors: Ian Carruthers & 
Yasunari Takahashi
Call No.: 792.0233092 CAR
Publisher: Cambridge 
University, 2004.

Arthur Miller
Notable American playwright in the 
twentieth century. Some of his notable 
works include the Pulitzer Prize winning 
Death of the Salesman and The Crucible 
which got him convicted for contempt of 
congress. The Crucible is one of his most 
frequently produced works globally. 

 Arthur Miller: 1915 – 1962
Author: C. W. E. Bigsby
Call No.: 812.52 BIG
Publisher: Harvard University, 
2009.

Augusto Boal
Brazilian theatre practitioner that founded 
the theatrical form – Theatre of the 
Oppressed. This form serves to reveal 
systemic oppression and exploitation 
within everyday situations and promote 
social and political change. Other theatre 
forms such as Forum Theatre, Image 
Theatre, and Invisible Theatre are derived 
from Boal’s development of the Theatre of 
the Oppressed. 

Augusto Boal
Author: Frances Babbage
Call No.: 792.0233092 BAB
Publisher: Routledge, 2004.

Peter Brook 
Award-winning British contemporary 
theatre director who impacted theatre in 
the West. As an innovator, he steps away 
from traditional theatre methods to 
create vibrant and meaningful theatre 
that connects with people worldwide. His 
book, The Empty Space is still regarded as 
the “seminal text for modern theatre”.  

Conversations with Peter 
Brook: 1970 – 2000
Author: Margaret Croyden
Call No.: 792.0233092 CRO
Publisher: Faber and Faber, 
2003.

Joan Littlewood
Radical and influential British director who 
is often referred to as the Mother of 
Modern Theatre. Her practice usually 
incorporates genres such as agitprop, 
commedia dell’arte and music hall. She is 
known for running her company, Theatre 
Workshop, that focuses on 
comprehensive training for voice, 
movement, and improvisation. 

Joan Littlewood: Dreams and 
Realities: The Official 
Biography
Author: Peter Rankin
Call No.: 792.0233092 RAN
Publisher: Oberon, 2014.
     Available as eBook

Mei Lanfang
Chinese performer known as the King of 
Peking Opera but mostly took on female 
lead roles - dan (旦). His contributions to 
the development and reformation of the 
art form include exploring contemporary 
issues that were deemed inappropriate at 
the time, improving hair and makeup 
styles for female roles, and 
unprecedented dance choreography.

Mei Lanfang and Peking Opera
Author: Richard Yang Fu-Sen
Call No.: 792.50951156 YAN
Publisher: Foreign Language 
Press, 2009.

Anton Chekov
Russian playwright often referred to as 
one of the founding fathers of modernism 
and realism theatre. His notable four 
classics are The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, The 
Three Sisters and The Cherry Orchard. 

The Chekhov Theatre: A 
Century of the Plays in 
Performance
Author: Laurence Senelick
Call No.: 792.95 SEN
Publisher: Cambridge 
University, 1997.

Aphra Behn
Influential English playwright from the 
Restoration Era. She is the first English 
woman to earn a living just by writing and 
was mainly remembered for her feminist 
contributions to Restoration comedy. Her 
works often explored taboo topics such 
as sexuality and indeterminacy of gender. 

The Theatre of Aphra Behn
Author: Derek Hughes
Call No.: 822.4 HUG
Publisher: Palgrave, 2001.


