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Read! Fest 2021 invites you on a forward-looking journey of self-discovery. With the theme 

of Reboot, take a moment to re-examine and refresh your lenses on ubiquitous aspects of life 

today – such as how we approach work, nature, creativity, identity, and technology. 

This resource guide is produced in accompaniment with the Read! Fest 2021 featured title: 

Hard at Work: Life In Singapore by Gerard Sasges and Ng Shi Wen.  

 

   

 

RESOURCE LIST 

Hard at Work: Life In Singapore by Gerard Sasges and Ng Shi Wen.  

Adulthood is sometimes a mixture of insecurity and ignorance. Have you wondered about the 

lives of the faceless people we walk past every day? In a tumultuous world where jobs have 

been classed as essential and expendable, Hard at Work, dives into the nuances of the 

working class to take us on a compelling, emotional journey of labour and life in Singapore. 

This resource package might offer unexpected enlightenment about how to approach 

employment with soul in the new world we will soon step into. 

 

Hard at Work: Life In Singapore  

 

Sasges, Gerard, Ng, Shi Wen (2020). Hard at Work: Life In 

Singapore. NUS Press. 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/5428460. Retrieved from 

OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the eBook). 
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eBooks 

 

Convenience Store Woman 

 

Murata, Sayaka (2020) Convenience Store Woman. Granta Books. 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/5294633. Retrieved from 

OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the eBook.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Success is Not a Fluke 

 

Ulman, A. (2021). Success is Not a Fluke. London: Watkins Media. 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/5773102?cid=102034. Retrieved 

from OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the eBook.) 

 

 

 

 

There's No Such Thing As An Easy Job 

 

Tsumura, Kikuko. (2020). There's No Such Thing As An Easy Job. 

Bloomsbury Publishing. 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/5736445. Retrieved from 

OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the eBook.) 

 

 

 

 

Career Conversations: 20 Leading Professionals Share the 

Secrets to Their Success 

 

Tay, R. (2014). Career Conversations: 20 Leading Professionals Share 

the Secrets to Their Success. Marshall Cavendish International. 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/1551255?cid=1089230. 

Retrieved from OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the 

eBook.) 
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Audiobook 

 

Future Shock 

Toffler, A. (2019). Future Shock. Ashland: Blackstone Publishing. 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/4249709. Retrieved from 

OverDrive. (myLibrary ID is required to access the eBook.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Books 

 

The Loneliness of The Long-Distance Cartoonist 

Tomine, Adrian. (2020). The Loneliness of The Long-Distance 

Cartoonist. Montreal, Quebec: Drawn & Quarterly. 

Call number: English 741.5973 TOM-[ART] 

 

 

      

     

Deep Human: Practical Superskills for a Future of Success  

 

Crystal & Dr Gregor Lim-Lange. (2019). Deep Human Deep 

Human: Practical Superskills for a Future of Success. Singapore: 

Epigram Books.  

 

Call number: SING English 650.1 LIM 

 

 

Videos 

Once Upon a Time At The Office: How Stories Shape Culture at Work | Erin Ratinoff | 

TEDx  

TED. (2016, Oct). Once Upon a Time At The Office: How Stories Shape Culture.  

Retrieved 2021, June 16. 

 

Why Great People Quit Good Jobs | Christie Lindor | TEDx 

TED. (2018, April) Why Great People Quit Good Jobs. (2018, April). Retrieved 2021, June 16. 

 

The Hard Work of Being Lazy 

The School of Life. (2019, Sept 3). The Hard Work of Being Lazy. Retrieved 2021, April 9. 

 

 

https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/4249709
https://account.nlb.gov.sg/
https://www.ted.com/talks/eric_ratinoff_once_upon_a_time_at_the_office_how_stories_shape_culture_at_work
https://www.ted.com/talks/eric_ratinoff_once_upon_a_time_at_the_office_how_stories_shape_culture_at_work
https://www.ted.com/talks/christie_lindor_why_great_people_quit_good_jobs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_k8CFmmIi8
https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/4249709
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Future of Work: Intelligent Workplace 

Webex. (2020, Oct 8). Future of Work: Intelligent Workplace. Retrieved 2021, April 23. 

 

 

 

 

 

Websites 

How the Busiest People Get ‘Deep Work’ Done | BBC Worklife  

Imtiaz, Aisya. (2021). How the busiest people get 'deep work' done. BBC Worklife. Retrieved 

2021, June 16. 

 

9 Trends That Will Shape Work in 2021 and Beyond 

Kropp, B. (2021). 9 Trends That Will Shape Work in 2021 and Beyond. Harvard Business Review. 

Retrieved 2021, April 23. 

 

The Library of Possible Futures 

Culp, S. (2021). The Library of Possible Futures. The Atlantic. Retrieved 2021, April 28. 

 

Why Hard Work Is So Important (and Still Under-Rated) 

Hoffman, A. (2020, January 22). Why Hard Work Is So Important (and Still Under-Rated). 

Summation.Net. Retrieved 2020, April 9. 

 

Rebecca Minkoff: Hard Work and Building Your Network 

Lynda.com from LinkedIn. (2020, April 12). Rebecca Minkoff: Hard Work and Building Your 

Network. Retrieved 2020, April 9. 

All NLB members can enjoy perpetual free access to LyndaLibrary courses after logging in 

with myLibrary ID. Do not click on ‘Try for Free’ or ‘Start my Free Month’. Watch our video for 

a step-by-step guide on how to sign in: : https://mobileapp.nlb.gov.sg/get-started-

with/lynda/. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/LI0R_amW-p4
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20210429-how-the-busiest-people-get-deep-work-done
https://hbr.org/2021/01/9-trends-that-will-shape-work-in-2021-and-beyond
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2021/02/future-shock-pop-futurism-pandemic/617867/
https://summation.net/2020/01/22/why-hard-work-is-so-important-and-still-under-rated/
https://www.lynda.com/Business-tutorials/Rebecca-Minkoff-hard-work-building-your-network/5017518/3148059-4.html?org=nlb.gov.sg
https://mobileapp.nlb.gov.sg/get-started-with/lynda/
https://mobileapp.nlb.gov.sg/get-started-with/lynda/

