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There are many little ways 
to enlarge your child’s 
world. Love of books is the 
best of all.

- Jacqueline Kennedy
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Start it Right @ PCPS

Cultivating Good  
Reading Habits
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https://stemsmartly.com/tips-benefits-of-reading-to-children/

Why Is Reading Important?

learn to 

value books

better 

comprehension 

and 

communication

better academic 

performance

expanded 

vocabulary

bonding with 

family
more focused 

and self-

disciplined

greater 

creativity and 

imagination
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School-Based Initiatives: School Library
School Library: Readers’ Cove
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School-Based Initiatives: STELLAR Approach
STELLAR stands for ‘Strategies for English Language Learning and Reading’.

Shared Book Approach (SBA) 

The teacher introduces and shares a 

Big Book with the students. Students 

are then taught language items, 

structures and skills explicitly, 

including concepts of print, phonics 

and grammar.
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School-Based Initiatives: Reading Passport
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School-Based Initiatives: Pre-Assembly
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School-Based Initiatives: English Fiesta
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School-Based Reading Initiatives

School Library

Class Library

STELLAR Approach 

(English National 

Curriculum)

Reading 

Passport

English Fiesta

Pre-Assembly

Buddy System

Mother Tongue 

Reading 

Activities

Partnerships 

with NLB
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School-Based Reading Initiatives (By Level)

Little Red Dot 

(Primary 4)

What’s Up

(Primary 5 & 6)

Poetry Creation 

/ Recitation

(Primary 1 & 2)

Readers’

Theatre 

(Primary 3)
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Cultivating a love for reading

school

home

school

home
Your child as a 

reader
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How can parents help at home?
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There is no such thing as a 
child who hates to read; there 
are only children who have 
not found the right book.

- Frank Serafini
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How can parents help at home?
1. Take your child to the library and allow them to choose 

their own books. Guide them to choose fun and suitable 

books.  

You can sign up for a library membership online or 

at any of the libraries.
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How do you choose a ‘just-right’ book for your child?

Five Finger rule: 

• Choose a book

• Open it anywhere

• Make a fist

• Start to read the page

• Put up a finger for each hard word or mistake

Is a book too hard? Here's how to tell | Blog | Starfish Store

https://www.starfishstore.com.au/blogs/news/how-to-tell-if-a-book-is-too-hard-2
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How can parents help at home?
2. Read together with your child.

Read bedtime stories. Stories make bedtime 

magical for your kids. Not only will you bond with 

your child, you will also be able to strengthen your 

child's interest in reading.

Share your favourite childhood storybooks 

with your child. 

https://familiesforlife.sg/pages/Article/Share-the-Joy-of-Reading-with-Your-Child
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How can parents help at home?
3. Have a home library for your child. 

https://www.myimaginationkingdom.com/blogs/news/6465998-why-are-home-libraries-

important-for-every-child

Having a home library creates the right 

environment for your child to grow up in.

It gives them an opportunity to immerse 

themselves in a ‘book environment’ where 

they can take out a book any time, any 

moment.
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How about e-books?

26 November 2023
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Reading Printed Stories Watching animated 

stories (e-books)

Helps to develop the “mental muscles” in a child, 

by allowing him to form mental images and reflect 

on a story’s meaning.

The children were struggling to keep track with 

what was happening in the fast-moving animation. 

Called the “serve and return” model of interaction 

between a parent and a child, this takes place 

when a parent reads a book with a child – turning 

pages, pointing at pictures, talking about the story. 

This “serve and return” also develops reasoning, 

thinking and even creativity in a child.

Hinders the language development and reading 

comprehension skills in a child.

Allows children to think critically and develop 

human skills like empathy through deep reading.

Hampers the development of children’s ability to 

think critically and be empathetic. 

Children grow up to enjoy reading and read for the 

sheer pleasure of it.

Children who read only on screens are less likely 

to enjoy reading and less likely to have a favourite 

book.
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How can parents help at home?

• Reading with children develops their

language and literacy skills. Words can be

found all around us, for example, on cereal

boxes and advertisements.

• Recognising such environmental print

allows children to differentiate text from

pictures at an early age by reading the

words in their immediate surroundings.

Early Literacy Practices (nlb.gov.sg)

4.

https://childrenandteens.nlb.gov.sg/diy-resources/preschool/preschool-main/
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How can parents help at home?
5. Ensure your child has an English or Mother Tongue 

storybook to read in school every day. 
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Resources
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https://childrenandteens.nlb.gov.sg

Resources

https://childrenandteens.nlb.gov.sg/
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Resources

Primary School 

Book 

Recommendations

https://childrenandteens.nlb.gov.sg

https://childrenandteens.nlb.gov.sg/
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Resources

Primary School 

Book 

Recommendations
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Resources

Primary School 

Book 

Recommendations
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Here are some books by local authors:

Timmy & Tammy series

Resources
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Here are some other books by local authors:

Ranger Anne series

Resources
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Here are some other books by local authors:

Ellie Belly series

Resources
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Here are some other books by local authors:

Robozonic series

Resources
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One of the greatest gifts 

adults can give - to their 

offspring and to their society 

- is to read to children. 

-Carl Sagan
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