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Identify and Explain the Historical Significance of the Japanese Occupation of Singapore: 
The Eurasian Community and Bahau Experiment  
 

Introduction 

 

The Japanese Occupation (JO), the darkest chapter in Singapore's history, remains a 

historically significant event as seen from its impact on the Eurasian community, an important 

minority group in Singapore. The voices and experiences of the Eurasian community who 

experienced the war are still relatively unheard till this day and are often relegated to a footnote 

in Singapore’s national war memory. 

 

Findings  

 

After the fall of Singapore, the Eurasians were screened and many were interned at Changi 

prison due to their close association to the Europeans. Later during the JO, the Eurasians 

were offered an opportunity to relocate to Bahau (refer to Source 6). Between December 1943 

and April 1944, 2,000 Eurasians left their homes for Bahau in the Malayan state of Negeri 

Sembilan.  

  

Food scarcity and starvation 

The Eurasians who relocated to Bahau experienced major upheaval to their lives as they 

suffered from food scarcity and starvation (refer to Source 2). Bahau was established as an 

agricultural settlement to ease the food shortage problem in Singapore and the Eurasians 

were encouraged to grow their own crops. However, many settlers had little to no knowledge 

of farming (refer to Source 7) and the land was also unsuitable for agriculture. Only certain 

crops were discovered to be able to thrive in these conditions. Life was terrible for the 

Eurasians due to food scarcity as well as an unbalanced diet, which led to malnutrition (refer 

to Source 1, supported by Source 4). 

 

Disease and illness 

Furthermore, malaria was rampant and plagued the Eurasians in Bahau due to the mosquitoes 

infestation brought about by poor drainage. The chronic food shortages and poor diet 

mentioned earlier made the Eurasians even more susceptible to malaria and other tropical 

diseases (refer to Sources 5 and 9). Coupled with poor hospital facilities and lack of 

medication, an estimated 500 out of 3000 Eurasian settlers lost their lives in Bahau (refer to 

source 10), which highlights the terrible living conditions in Bahau. After the war, many 

Eurasians became disillusioned with life in Singapore and subsequently left Singapore. 

 

In summary, the JO is a historically significant event as it left indelible scars on the Eurasian 

community. On a personal level, the Eurasians of the Bahau settlement suffered tremendous 

hardship and many lost their lives. On a community level, the relocation to Bahau made the 

Eurasians lose their status as one of the privileged classes in Singapore (refer to source 3) 

On a national level, the losses and the subsequent mass exodus of Eurasians after the war 

led to the displacement of a small but important community in Singapore. Amidst the suffering 



and losses, there were also stories of love, courage and resilience displayed by the Eurasians 

in Bahau.  

 

The JO, which is a seminal event in the social history of Singapore, must never be forgotten 

and we must continue to acknowledge and hear the unheard voices and stories of 

Singaporeans who experienced the JO.  

 
 
 
 
Reflection: 
 
One challenge we faced was trying to find primary sources. To overcome this obstacle, we 

used websites such as ‘National Archives Online’ and ‘NewspaperSG’ for interview transcripts 

and newspaper articles which were very useful. 

 

One improvement in the future would be to access more research platforms, an example being 

visiting the libraries to use the multimedia stations.  
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Source 4:  From the book Syonan to Fuji-Go, The story of the Catholic Settlement of Bahau in 
WWII Malaya, 2014 Page: 109 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Source 5: From Archives Online 
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Source 6: From:  The Syonan Shimbun, 15 January 1944, Page 1 

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/Digitised/Article/syonantimes19440115-1.2.7 
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Source 8: From Archives Online 
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Interviewee: Philip Carlyle Marcus, Source: National Archives Online, Oral History Centre 
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Source 10: From the book Syonan to Fuji-Go, The story of the Catholic Settlement of Bahau in 
WWII Malaya, 2014 Page: 127 
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